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Australia Day
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Friday Café
February 16
sponsored by

Oceanids

Spring
 Luncheon 

at the 
Mission Beach
Women’s Club
Save the date

May 24 (see page 10)
(rides available)
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                  OCEANIDS CREW 2017-2018

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
(note: all phone numbers are area code 858 unless otherwise noted)

Honorary Chair Chancellor’s Associate Thespine Kavoulakis
President Kim Signoret-Paar......... ................. 456-9039
      *Oceanid of the Year”/Maxine White Award
Immediate Past President Liz Bonkowsky................................458-0879
President Elect ??????????
1st Vice-Presidents Chris Chase...............................619-269-3413
    (Fall Brunch, Spring Lunch) Olivia Dorman..........................619-469-1924
2nd Vice-President Mary Cutchin ............................... ...459-8074   
    (Membership, directory updates)   
Recording Secretary Mary Hanson....................................456-1304
Treasurer Jim Bunch..........................................453-5765
Financial Secretary Liz Winant ....................................... 481-7447
Nominating Committee   Diana Vines (cont.)
    Maxine Bloor (altern.)
    Judy Vacquier, Mary Hanson, 
    Mary Cutchin, Jim Chase 
Corresponding Secretary  Ruth Stern........................................ 453-2793
Parliamentarian Barbara Bank .................................... 484-4597
Interest Groups Coordinator Judy Vacquier.....................................361-0418
Newcomers Liz Fong Wills.......................... ........ 454-6858
 Georgina Sham........................ ........ 459-1336
Undergraduate Service Awards Nancy Groves .................................. 453-6486
Graduate Scholarships Liz Winant ........................................ 481-7447
Publicity and Website Mary Woo ......................................... 481-6998
Newsletter Editor  Roswitha Enright.............................459-7375
   Copy Editor Judy Vacquier................................... 361-0418
   Circulation Lucie Walther ................................... 755-8060
 Sounding Board Jan Ouren .......................................... 273-1681                 
Buildings & Grounds Mary Cutchin....................................459-8074  
Campus Focus Events Carole L. Ziegler..................... ..619-297-0798
Emeriti Association Liaison Maxine Bloor.....................................459-7665
Friends of Int’l.  Center Liaison Mary Woo................................. ........ 481-6998
Retirement Association Liaison Nancy Groves....................................453-6486
Historian Maxine Bloor............................. ....... 459-7665
Refreshment Reminder Mary Hanson....................................456-1304
Sunshine Committee Diana Vines........................................459-8248 

OCEANIDS NEWS 
is the newsletter of Oceanids, 
a UCSD campus organization. 
Published bi-monthly except 

July, August & September. 
Letters to the Editor and 

articles of interest to UCSD are 
invited.

ALL SUBMISSIONS FOR 
CONSIDERATION MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY THE EDITOR  
NO LATER THAN THE 15th  
OF THE MONTH FOR THE  

NEXT ISSUE.
Address all submissions to:

Oceanids News 
International Center 0049

9500 Gilman Drive
La Jolla, CA 92093-0049

      
PLEASE  NOTE 

The Post Office does not 
forward OCEANIDS NEWS.  

Please notify membership 
chairs of any change of 

address. Membership and/or 
subscriptions are $35 per  year

OCEANIDS ONLINE 
  http://ccom.ucsd.edu/

~oceanids/

 E-MAIL
oceanids@ucsd.edu 

and also email:
 renright@ucsd.edu

mwoonew@gmail.com

BOARD MEETINGS: first Thursday every month 
Oceanids new office, part of the International Faculty and 
Scholar Office, McGill Hall, Muir College
Coffee and refreshments: 9:30 am, meeting starts at 10:00 am.
 (You are welcome to attend!)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This is the time of year 
when I welcome the late af-
ternoon light from the days 
growing longer and the 
spectacular cloudy sunsets! 
AND the beaches are not 
so crowded for enjoying a 
sunset.      
      For this newsletter’s message, I’d like to share 
with you an online resource which might be a place 
for you to spend some time reminiscing or to find 
something from the past.  The UC San Diego Library 
has digitized Bear Facts (Oceanids newsletter) from 
1962-2007, and “Thirty Years of Oceanids: A History 
From 1952 to 1982” by Betty Shor.
      The Bear Facts Collection is part of the Library 
Digital Collections (https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/).  You 
might find this an interesting place to find your past at 
the university. I’ve just done a little searching on my 
name and my husband’s and found a few memories. 
      The web address for the Bear Facts Collection is:
https://library.ucsd.edu/dc/collection/bb6520395d   
On the right under the Bear Facts logo, click “View 
Collection Items.”  This will take you to this web-
page:

 
There is a search box (highlighted) and a sort box 
(highlighted).  To sort in chronological order, click 
the down arrow (red circle), and then in the drop 
box, click “date created /\” (up arrow) for oldest 
to newest.  The down arrow is reverse for newest 
to oldest.  Please email me with any questions at 
kspaar@ucsd.edu.
      Now on to the newsletter … and please go out 
and enjoy a sunset at the beach! 
                                     Kim Signoret-Paar               
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I am grateful to have been selected as a recipi-
ent of the Frieda Daum Urey Endowed Fel-
lowship, and would like to know if there’s 
anyone else I can thank.
 
The recognition given to individuals who 
have taken a good deal of time between their 
undergraduate and graduate careers, is greatly 
appreciated. It is validating to be recognized 
for having taken this path. 
 
With my fullest sincerity, I thank you again.
 Kindly,
 
 Jessica
 
Jessica A. Frelund
UCSD, VAF Studio 273

Dear All,

I am very happy to hear about this award 
which will make a significant contribution 
next year to my efforts towards the comple-
tion of my dissertation. I would like to thank 
the Oceanids and the Graduate Division and 
also want to assure them that I am going to 
do my best to proudly represent our Univer-
sity as a Urey Academic Fellow.

Best regards,

Baris Tasyakan
Ph.D. Candidate
UCSD History

Dear ..........
On behalf of Oceanids and the University of California, San Diego, I am pleased to notify you that you have 
been selected as a recipient of the Frieda Daum Urey (.......) Fellowship for the 2017- 18 academic year.
This $3,000.00 fellowship is given to an individual who has had a significant hiatus in her/his studies and subse-
quently enrolls in graduate or professional studies on the General Campus or the Scripps Institute of Oceanogra-
phy and for whom the award of the fellowship will make a critical difference in the ability to attend or to con-
tinue at UCSD. Your academic performance and the recommendation received from your department indicate 
you will be a worthy recipient of this award.
The Fellowship will be issued as a stipend in 10 monthly payments beginning October 1, 2017, and may be used 
for educational or living expenses. ......
I am confident Oceanids will be pleased with your selection and that you will represent the University well as a 
Urey (......) Fellow.

cc: Graduate Coordinator Oceanids
Graduate Division

Sincerely,
Kit Pogliano Dean of the Graduate Division

JUST ONE OF THE THINGS OCEANIDS DOES FOR THE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

TWO  GRATEFUL  RECIPIENTS
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please

Join us for an exploration of 
the foods, sounds, and culture 
of Australia as we celebrate 
Australia Day at the Friends 
of the International Center’s 
Ethnic Dinner/Scholarship 
Fundraiser on 

Hi.  Please save the date of 
February 25 for our Chinese 
New Year dinner at China 
Max.  Ross and Susan Starr 
are working out the details and 
we will get back to you with 
the particulars shortly.  

Looking forward to it!
 

Saturday, February 10, 2018, in the Great Hall at I-House. Please plan to arrive by 6:30 pm. 

Guests will enjoy a reception, music, dinner, and presentations, including a didgeridoo performance by Chris 
Canole and illustrated talks by evolutionary biologist, Chris Wills titled Springtime in Australia and by Visual 
Artist Ph.D. candidate Alex Kershaw. Please make your reservations by Wednesday, January 31st at https://fi-
caustralia2018.eventbrite.com.
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Interest Groups are the backbone of our Oceanids organization. They are here to meet the many varied needs of 
UCSD families, especially those new to the UCSD campus and the community.  If you don’t find an activity you would 
like to participate in, please contact Interest Group Coordinator Judy Vacquier (858) 361-0418 or jvacq@sbcglobal.net.  If five 
or more Oceanids wish to start a new group, please let her know so we can inform other members.  All we ask is that your 
members be Oceanids.  If you are not yet a member of Oceanids, please consider joining us by contacting Mary Cutchin, 
858-459-8074, marycutchin@yahoo.com or by submitting the application form in this issue.

Since the  newsletter is posted on the Oceanids website we will, for security reasons, not publish addresses (with 
occasional exceptions). Please call the contact for the necessary information. 

OCEANIDS’ INTEREST GROUPS

AVI SET BIRDERS
Contacts: Liz Winant (858) 481-7447, lizwinant@gmail.com
Our birding group meets promptly at 8am the second Monday of 
each month during the academic year.  The La Jolla group will  
meet at the corner of Dunaway Dr. and Glenwick Pl. in La Jolla. The 
North County birders will meet at a TBD location.  We will carpool 
from these locations to sites around the county.  Members will be 
called or e-mailed. 
Next outings: February 12 and March 12.

EVENING BRIDGE
Contact: Barbara Bank at (858) 484-4597 or barbara@sdna1.ucsd.edu
The couples Evening Bridge Interest Group meets at 7:00pm 
on the fourth Saturday of the month all year long at one of our 
members’ homes.   If you wish to play on a regular basis, or just 
occasionally, please contact Barbara Bank. 
Next meeting: February 24 and March 24.

   NEW MEMBERS NEEDED

CAFÉ  ESPAÑOL 
Contacts: Beate Menzel jrblmenzel@cox.net or 619 401 1557

Vicky Lindblade vlindblade@mac.com or 858 452 1739
This conversation group is designed for fluent Spanish speakers 
who wish to keep up their Spanish and learn new vocabulary.  
We meet the second Thursday of the month at 2 p.m. One hour of 
conversation and one hour of reading aloud and group discus-
sion. 
Please call or mail Vicky Lindblade vlindblade@mac.com or 
858 452 1739 about the location of the next meeting
Next meetings: February 8 and March 8 .    

BOOK GROUP
Contacts:     Janet Goff (760)753-3472, Liz Winant (858) 481-7447
We meet on the second Tuesday morning of every month at 9:30 AM 
for chatting and 10 AM for review.  Everyone is welcome; we are 
happy to greet new members who like to read a variety of fiction 
and non-fiction and who value good writing and a lively discussion.  
Please join us.  
Date  “Title” by Author / Host / Reviewer
Feb 13  “The Underground Railroad” by Colson Whitehead / Ruth 
Stern / TBA
Mar 13  “1984” by George Orwell / BarbaraPenn / Barbara 
Nemiroff
Next meetings: February 13 and March 13.

GERMAN KAFFEEKLATSCH
Contact: Roswitha Enright 858 459-7375 (renright@ucsd.edu)
This group is for beginners and experienced German speakers alike. 
Guaranteed no pressure. Just come on the 3rd Tuesday at 3pm and 
have a good time. Only German spoken. If you want to join, please 
ccontact Roswitha.     TIME: 3 PM TO 4:30 PM
Next meetings: February 20 and March 20.

CAFÉ  FRANÇAIS
Contact: Hulya Saygin; hulyasaygin@yahoo.com
Chéres francophones , 
       Notre réunions en Février le 14 sera chez Silvia Berchtold et 
en Mars le14  chez Anne Caprioglio  toujours à une heure .   Notre 
groupe est ouverte les nuevelle membres, si vous avez l’intention 
de joindre contacter  à Hulya Saygin s’il vous plaît.
 Next meeting:  February 14 and March 14.

CINEMA SOIRÉE
Contact: Roswitha Enright (858) 459-7375
The group meets at a designated home on the second Sunday of 
each month (all year long) at 7:00pm for socializing; movie
discussion starts at 7:30pm sharp.  Light refreshments will be 
served. You will be contacted by e-mail about which movie to see 
and where to meet. For more information call Roswitha. 
Next meeting: February 11 and March 11.

GRACIOUS  AGING
Contact:  Stephanie Freeman, 619-417-
2969
This group meets the first Monday of 
each month at the Quaker Meeting 
House on 7380 Eads Avenue, La Jolla, 
CA 92037 1-3 pm to discuss various 
topics from the perspective of life-long experience. This is an 
international group, and travel and history are frequent topics. 
Friends bring snacks to share and tea is served. All friends over 80 
are welcome.
Next meeting: February 5 and March 5.

DAY BRIDGE
Contact: Beate Menzel jrblmenzel@cox.net or 619 401 1557
We meet the first and third Tuesdays of the month all year long at 
various members’ homes.  We start at 10am and usually end at or 
before 3pm. Everyone brings her/his own lunch.  The hostess will 
provide drinks.  Call for information. 
Next meeting:  February 6+20 and March 6+20.
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WINE TASTING I
Contact: Elisabeth Smith  858-222-2548  e-mail: egsmith99@hotmail.
com Exploring the taste sensations of a new wine or an old vin-
tage, this group meets the third Friday monthly.  Members rotate 
as hosts.  This group is again open to new members.  
For questions, contact Elisabeth Smith. 
Next meeting: February 16 and March 16.

WEDNESDAY COFFEE 
Contact: Georgina Sham  858-459-1336
 Mary Woo  481-6998 & 336-3642 (cell) 
 Jennie Chin enjien1@hotmail.com
Come join our social group of Oceanids, newcomers, postdocs, 
students, and their children for refreshments at the International 
Center every Wednesday, 10am-12 noon during the academic 
year.  You’ll make friends and learn strange and wonderful 
American customs.  

Visit the KITCHEN EXCHANGE where newcomers can rent kitch-
en, household,  and baby equipment for a small fee.  
WE HAVE MOVED TO THE CONTAINER ON THE what used to 
be a LAWN, next to the former International Center parking lot.
Next meetings: Wednesdays.

MOVEABLE FEAST II
Contact:  Mary Cutchin (858) 459-8074 or marycutchin@yahoo.com
This group meets every other month for drinks at a member’s 
house. From there we carpool to the restaurant. Contact Mary 
Cutchin for information and reservations.
Hi.  Please save the date of February 25 for our Chinese New Year 
dinner at China Max.  Ross and Susan Starr are working out the 
details and we will get back to you with the particulars shortly.  
Next meeting: February 25 

MOVEABLE FEAST I
Contact: Liz Fong Wills (858) 454-6858; lizfongwills@yahoo.com
This dining-out group is currently at capacity but we are taking a 
wait list.  
Next meeting: contact Liz Fong Wills

WINE TASTING II
Contact:  Barbara Scholz (858) 350-6014 or bscholz@hotmail.com
We meet monthly.  Members rotate as hosts.  The cost for wine 
and food is shared among the people attending (approximately 
$10.00 per person).  
Please call chair person about next meeting

WITS II
Contact: Bev Douglas (858) 453-4938 
WITS II uses the principles of NAIC to study and evaluate com-
panies for stock purchases. We meet on the 4th Wednesday from 
3:30 to 5pm.                         
Next meeting: Please call chair.

Oceanids has an e-mail mailing list!
The purpose of the listserv or email distribution list is to 
allow our President, Board members, Interest Group chairs or 
anyone else with an important announcement to contact our 
membership. 
Also, an announcement is sent when the Oceanids newsletter is 
available on our website for you to read online or print.
If you have questions, have an announcement for Oceanids, or 
are a new subscriber, please email the listserv administrators, 
Judy Vacquier, at jvacq@sbcglobal.net or Mary Cutchin, at 
marycutchin@yahoo.com.
Anyone who would like to make corrections to the directory 
and/or to our database (from which we obtain the addresses 
for ‘Oceanids news’ mailings), please e-mail Mary Cutchin at 
marycutchin@yahoo.com.
OCEANIDS WEBSITE:      http://ccom.ucsd.edu/~oceanids/

HIKING IN AND AROUND SAN DIEGO COUNTY
Contact: Roswitha Enright (858) 459-7375, renright@ucsd.edu 
We meet at 8:30am on the second Saturday of each month (Oc-
tober to May or June) at the La Jolla Village Shopping Center 
parking lot and carpool to the starting point of the hike.  Bring a 
lunch, plenty of fluids, sturdy shoes and sun protection!  Friends 
and family are invited.  Call  or email the week before the hike if 
you would like to come.
Next hike: February 10 and March 10.

PIANO AND CHAMBER SOIRÉE   
Contact: Judy Vacquier (858) 361-0418 or jvacq@sbcglobal.net
This group is for amateurs who need a motivation to practice 
and want to perform in a relaxed, fun setting among friends. We 
welcome piano, chamber instruments and voice, classical, jazz and 
popular music, solos and ensembles.  We usually meet the third or 
fourth Sunday at 3 pm.   
The next meeting will be Sunday, February 25th at 3 pm at the 
home of Hans Paar and Kim Signoret-Paar.  Please RSVP to Hans 
at hpaar@ucsd.edu or 858-456-9039 and to Judy at 858-361-0418 
or jvacq@sbcglobal.net. The March meeting will be at the home of 
Michael Gorman, March 25, 2018, at 3 pm. Please RSVP to Michael 
at 619-987-2154 or mgorman@ucsd.edu and to Judy at jvacq@
sbcglobal.net or 858-361-0418.
Next meetings: February 25 and March 25..

SOUNDING BOARD
Contact: Jan Ouren (858)273-1681 or jouren@san.rr.com
Sounding Boards are always on the first Thursday of the month at 
noon at the Faculty Club. 
Next meetings: February 1 and March 1.  See page 8.

GOURMET GROUP
Contact: Susan Starr  858 455 1630 or susanstarr1@gmail.com
This is a group for those who like to try cooking new things.  We meet 
several times a year, at members’ homes, and each person brings an 
assigned dish or course.  The group is currently full but if you’d like 
to be notified when there is an opening, or a new group is forming, 
please email Susan Starr at the address above.
Next meetings: Please call contact.
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SOUNDING BOARD  

“NEWBORN AMERICA”
 by Mihoko Vacquier
“Joy  to the World”, people heard and sang.
Welcome Obama  and his rescue crew.
So long our past indulgence, neglect and ignorance.
Now, we Oceanids are celebrating a few
Waited arrivals  of newcomers to our friends’ families.
Blessed you are, dear Newborns in their arms.
Your grandma- or great-grandma- Oceanids teach you, 
In Deeds and by Words which remain all your life,
Wisdom, Hard Work, Care, Compassion, etc.
Practicing care, Love will grow.
Oh, I like to see you, Newborn America,
When You are Grown-Up!

Sounding Board is a series of lectures during the academic year by UC San Diego Oceanids and the UC 
San Diego Faculty Club at noon on the first Thursday of the month.  Oceanids, faculty and friends meet 
at the UCSD Faculty Club in a specially designated room to eat lunch and listen to fascinating speakers.  
Lunch is $16.50 for guests and $13 for Faculty Club members; purchase is required.  Coffee and iced tea 
are provided in the meeting room. A parking permit can be obtained at the front desk for $4 and because 
parking is limited—carpooling is recommended.  You do not need to RSVP.  You can be sure of a lively 
discussion!  Contact Jan Ouren, jouren@san.rr.com for more information.

Thursday, February 1, 2018
 Samuel L. Popkin, Ph.D.
 Professor Emeritus of Political Science / Recall Professor
 
“The Republican Crackup and the Future of Presidential Politics”
The Republican party controls the White House, Senate, and House of Representa-
tives but has been able to fulfill only one of the party’s longstanding promises to 
their voters. This lecture will explain how changes in campaign finance have weak-
ened the ability of the political parties to manage intra-party conflicts. These con-
flicts made possible the election of President Donald Trump, whose policies have 
further divided the party.  Ample time will be provided to answer questions.

Thursday, March 1, 2018
 Mark G. Hanna, PhD.
 Associate Professor of  History 

“TBA”
His work focuses on piracy, smuggling, and other illicit activities 
in early America ad the British Empire. He is the founding Associate 
Director of the new Institute of Arts & Humanities, the Honorary Cura-
tor of the Hill Collection of Pacific Voyages in UC San Diego’s Special 
Collections Library, and the Robert and Laura Kyle Endowed Chair of 
Maritime History at the San Diego Maritime Museum. 
His first book, Pirate Nests and the Rise of the British Empire, 1570-1740 
(UNC Press, 2015), analyzes the rise and subsequent fall of international pi-
racy from the perspective of colonial hinterlands. The book explores the overt support 
of sea marauders in maritime communities from the inception of England’s burgeoning empire 
in the 1570s to its administrative consolidation by the 1740s. Although tradi- tionally depicted as swash-
buckling adventurers on the high seas, pirates played a crucial role on land. Far from a hindrance to trade, their 
enterprises contributed to commercial development and to the economic infrastructure of port towns. 

Professor Hanna received his B.A. in history at Yale University (1996) and a doctorate in the History of Ameri-
can Civilization at Harvard University (2006). He has been awarded numerous fellowships.
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OCEANIDS IS OPEN TO ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN UCSD
Print your name as you would like it to appear in the OCEANIDS DIRECTORY.  Check here if you don’t want to be listed: _____

Name: __________________________________________________________Spouse’s Name:__________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________   Type of Membership: ____________________

Home Phone: _________________________________________   Work Phone: ___________________________ 
   
Cell #: ______________________________________________       Email: _______________________________ 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP: $35;  SUSTAINING: $250 &  LIFE MEMBERSHIP:  $500 
All gifts, memorials and dues are tax deductible when made payable to “UC San Diego Foundation”.  
Please write the purpose on the “Memo” line.	 							
	 Send check(s) & completed form to: 
   OCEANIDS, INTERNATIONAL CENTER  0049, 9500 GILMAN DR., LA JOLLA, CA 92093-0049

Thank You Oceanids  !!!!!
For your Continuing Contributions to the University of California San Diego, students and campus life.
 2017 was another excellent year for Oceanids financial support of both undergraduate and graduate students at 
UC San Diego.  Thanks to many generous gifts, we have a long list.  Oceanids gave four Fellowships to gradu-
ate students: two funded by Oceanids’ Frieda Daum Urey Academic Fund, one fellowship funded by Oceanids’ 
Frieda Daum Urey Endowed Fund,  and one funded by Oceanids Bertha Lebus Fellowship Fund.  Oceanids 
also uses donations to our General Projects Fund to support the wonderful work of the UC San Diego Student-
Run Free Clinic,  the Annual UC San Diego PhD Career Conference,  the Annual STEM Career Symposium 
run by the UC San Diego Postdoctural Association, and also a Triton 5K Scholarship.  In addition, Oceanids 
awards Undergraduate Service Awards to each of the six colleges, given annually to a student who is nominated 
by their Dean.  We also seek funding for  Oceanids Emergency Fund for International Students, utilized by the 
Dean of the International Center to assist students with unexpected financial hardships.  Oceanids continuing 
support of these projects has touched the lives of many UC San Diego scholars.

Gifts to Oceanids General Projects Fund
Sea Hares to $99:  Miriam Kastner, Claudia Lowen-
stein, Lorraine Schacher, Audrey Swartz
Sea Urchins $100 - $199:  Barbara Baehr, Roswitha 
Enright, Mariette Kobrak, Christa McReynolds, Barba-
ra Nemiroff, Dorothy Parker, Judy Vacquier, Mihoko 
Vacquier, Mary Woo
Sandollars $200 - $499: Georgina Sham, Kim Signo-
ret-Paar
Sea Horse $1,000 - $5,000: Rita Atkinson

Gifts to Oceanids Memorial Fellowship Fund
Sandollars $200 - $499: Janet Chrispeels

Gifts to Oceanids Undergraduate Service Awards
Sea Hares to $99: Penny Adler, Martha Dennis, Odette 
Filloux, Patricia Nelson, Lorraine Schacher

Gifts to Oceanids Emergency Fund for International 
Students
Sea Hares to $99:  Elizabeth Johnson. Claudia Lowen-
stein, Christa McReynolds, Jean Overstreet, Laurette 
Verbinski

Gifts to Oceanids Bertha Lebus Fellowship Fund
Sea Urchins $100 - $199:  Louise Keeling

Gifts to Oceanids Frieda Daum Urey Academic Fel-
lowship Fund
Sea Hares to $99:  Penny Adler, Deborah Day, Suzanne 
Evans, Teresa Norris
Sea Urchins $100 - $199: Maryruth Cox, Dorothy Ann 
Fanestil, Elisabeth Marti,
Sandollars $200 - $499:  Claudia Lowenstein
  Thank you for all you do.
Liz Winant,    Oceanids Financial Secretary
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TWO OF THE MOST OVERLOOKED QUALITIES 
IN LIFE ARE PATIENCE AND WISDOM

Spring, Tacos and Ellen Browning Scripps

Join your fellow Oceanids at the Spring Oceanids 
luncheon Thursday, May 24, 2018, at the Mission 
Beach Women’s Club for Mexican cuisine.  We will 
have an authentic taco cart, homemade tortillas and 
salsas.  Our speaker, Dr. Molly McClain, Profes-
sor of History at University of San Diego, Co-editor 
of The Journal of San Diego History and author of 
“Ellen Browning Scripps:  New Money and Ameri-
can Philanthropy” has agreed to address us about the 
extraordinary and vital role Ellen Browning Scripps 
played in the history of women, California and the 
American West. The involvement of Ellen Browning 
Scripps with Scripps Institution of Oceanography is 
intimately involved with the association of Oceanids 
and the institution. But there’s more! You will meet 
the Fellowship recipients of our scholarships who will 
highlight how the reception of our scholarships has 
affected their graduate research.  Please plan to join us 
on Thursday, May 24.
  Olivia Dorman, 2nd Vice President

A Voice from the Past:  January 1998

Recovery of a species

SUCCESS WITH GRAY WHALES
by Mary Anne Pentis

The recovery of gray whales from near extinction in 
the 1930s is quite a success story. They were hunted 
to an estimated population of only 300 for their stores 
of blubber which was rendered into oil. After being 
placed on the Endangered Species List, the herd has 
grown steadily to about 24000 and their only real 
threat today is by insensitive and uninformed boaters 
who race out and harass them.
However the saga of the gray whales and their recov-
ery is not over. The Mitsubishi Corporation, in part-
nership with the Mexican government, is proposing to 
build a salt works in San Ignacio Lagoon, Baja Cali-
fornia, which some believe may put the herd in jeop-
ardy. This is a significant calving and mating arena 
and noise, as well as activity, is of great concern.
By March, the herd is ready to begin its return journey 
to their Arctic feeding grounds. Half of the females 
have givn birth and their calves are now about two 
months old. The rest of the females are pregnant; they 
will give birth the following year when they return 
to the warm waters of the lagoons. Since the groups 
travelling north are more sporadic, they are harder to 
locate, and the whale-watching season tapers off.

-----------------------------------------------------------------
MEXICO CITY , March 3, 2000— After a ferocious 
five-year battle that drew in environmentalists, a 
Nobel Prize winner and Hollywood stars, the Mexican 
government and Mitsubishi Corp. announced Thurs-
day that they were canceling plans for a giant salt-
works in Baja California Sur.

In a surprise announcement, President Ernesto Ze-
dillo said the government had withdrawn its support 
from the venture because it would alter the stunning 
landscape of arid desert. The nearby seas offer the last 
pristine breeding refuge of gray whales that migrate 
annually between Mexico and Alaska.
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OCEANIDS IS AN OFFICIAL SUPPORT GROUP OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO, PROMOT-
ING FRIENDSHIP AND SHARED INTERESTS,  OPEN TO 
ALL  WHO ARE INTERESTED IN THE SUCCESS AND 
WELFARE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA.


