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UCSD Oceanids Newcomers Committee & 
The Friends of the International Center InviteYou All to Our

July 4th Celebration
 Starting at 5 p.m. at the Martin Johnson House

at Scripps Institution of Oceanography, 8840 Biological Grade, La Jolla
Parking is FREE at UCSD Parking Lots P011 through P014

 

Picnic Supper Menu:
Chips and Dips 

Hotdogs with Buns and Condiments
Corn on the Cob

Vegetarian Beans, Potato Salad
Brownies and Watermelon

Wine and Lemonade

Cost: $6/adult. $3/child from 2 - 10 years old. Infants free
You MUST make reservations by Wednesday, June 28

Please go to Eventbrite:
https://july4thpicnicucsd.eventbrite.com

Or you may pay Lynn or Georgina at Tuesday Craft Circle or Wednesday Coffee.
Please be ready with exact change and the names of all attendees.

We will be able to see the Fireworks at La Jolla Cove from
the Martin Johnson House! So bring a blanket or lawn chairs to sit and enjoy the show!

For more information:
email Georgina gbsham@gmail.com or Lynn lynnjahn@gmail.com
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                  OCEANIDS CREW 2016-2017

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
(note: all phone numbers are area code 858 unless otherwise noted)

Honorary Chair Chancellor’s Associate Thespine Kavoulakis
President Liz Bonkowsky ............................... 458-0879
                                      *Oceanid of the Year”/Maxine White Award
Immediate Past President Mary Hanson....................................456-1304
President Elect Kim Signoret-Paar .......................... 456-9039
1st Vice-Presidents Chris Chase...............................619-269-3413
    (Fall Brunch, Spring Lunch) Olivia Dorman..........................619-469-1924
2nd Vice-President Mary Cutchin ............................... ...459-8074   
    (Membership, directory updates)   
Recording Secretary Mary Hanson....................................456-1304
Treasurer Jim Bunch..........................................453-5765
Co-Financial Secretaries Liz Winant ....................................... 481-7447
 Kim Signoret-Paar .......................... 456-9039
Nominating Committee   Hulya Saygin (contin.), Marion Spors,
  Maxine Bloor (altern.), Diana Vines, 
 Mary Cutchin, Mary Hanson
Corresponding Secretary Ruth Stern........................................ 453-2793
Parliamentarian Barbara Bank .................................... 484-4597
Interest Groups Coordinator Judy Vacquier.....................................361-0418
Newcomers Liz Fong Wills.......................... ........ 454-6858
 Georgina Sham........................ ........ 459-1336
Undergraduate Service Awards Nancy Groves .................................. 453-6486
Graduate Scholarships Liz Winant ........................................ 481-7447
Publicity and Website Mary Woo ......................................... 481-6998
Newsletter Editor  Roswitha Enright.............................459-7375
   Copy Editor Judy Vacquier................................... 361-0418
   Circulation Lucie Walther ................................... 755-8060
   Drawings Elibet Marshall............................... . .459-5246 
   Folding Committee Lucie Walther, Jan Ouren, Mary Cutchin
Sounding Board Jan Ouren .......................................... 273-1681                 
Buildings & Grounds Liz Winant ........................................ 481-7447
Campus Focus Events Carole L. Ziegler..................... ..619-297-0798
Emeriti Association Liaison Maxine Bloor.....................................459-7665
Friends of Int’l.  Center Liaison Mary Woo................................. ........ 481-6998
Retirement Association Liaison Nancy Groves....................................453-6486
Historian Maxine Bloor............................. ....... 459-7665
Refreshment Reminder Mary Hanson....................................456-1304
Sunshine Committee Diana Vines........................................459-8248 
Bookshare Barbara Starkey ............................... 453-0779

OCEANIDS NEWS 
is the newsletter of Oceanids, 
a UCSD campus organization. 
Published bi-monthly except 

July, August & September. 
Letters to the Editor and 

articles of interest to UCSD are 
invited.

ALL SUBMISSIONS FOR 
CONSIDERATION MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY THE EDITOR  
NO LATER THAN THE 15th  
OF THE MONTH FOR THE  

NEXT ISSUE.
Address all submissions to:

Oceanids News 
International Center 0049

9500 Gilman Drive
La Jolla, CA 92093-0049

      
PLEASE  NOTE 

The Post Office does not 
forward OCEANIDS NEWS.  

Please notify membership 
chairs of any change of 

address. Membership and/or 
subscriptions are $35 per  year

OCEANIDS ONLINE 
  http://ccom.ucsd.edu/

~oceanids/

 E-MAIL
oceanids@ucsd.edu 

and also email:
 renright@ucsd.edu

mwoonew@gmail.com

BOARD MEETINGS: first Thursday every month 
Oceanids new office, part of the International Faculty and 
Scholar Office, McGill Hall, Muir College
Coffee and refreshments: 9:30 am, meeting starts at 10:00 am.
 (You are welcome to attend!)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

VERY  IMPORTANT

Beginning with the October/November 2017
 issue of OCEANIDS NEWS 

it will be available on-line ONLY 

(http://ccom.ucsd.edu/~oceanids/).

You will continue to receive an email when 
the new newsletter  is available.

If you REQUIRE a mailed copy please, 
call Mary Cutchin (858 729-3888)

Magical Mys-
tery Tour
 

My magical mys-
tery tour is almost 
at an end.  I’ve 
served as your 
president for two 
years and am now 
turning over the organization to Kim Signoret-Paar.  
For me, without deep roots here, it has been a mys-
terious two years.  As one not-anticipated issue after 
another arose, I’ve had to hunt for the correct  contact 
to help solve our problems.  And just when I have 
established good relations with the right person, poof 
– off they go to a different position or different uni-
versity.  Sigh. Happily, Kim is an inside player with 
years of experience in the UCSD administration.   She 
knows who is who, what the offices really are, where 
to find those obscure bank accounts.  I think it will be 
wonderful to have her as your president. 
The magical part comes first of all from my admira-
tion for the Oceanids officers and volunteers.  Good 
things happen automatically – or so it seems:   the 
newsletter is published, membership rolls are kept 
up to date, awards are given out, the Sounding Board 
enthralls us each month, the Kitchen Exchange oper-
ates.  The interest groups have lives of their own and 
run along to the enjoyment of many of us.   I never 
had to worry about what happens behind the scenes 
– certainly a lot of work and thought – because things 
ran smoothly.   You are very lucky in the talented and 
dedicated people who keep Oceanids on a steady path.
 The other magic is the good Oceanids does 
in the university community.    You frequently see 
mention in the newsletters of the students who have 
been awarded grants and awards.  You have met some 
of them at our get-togethers.  They are truly inspir-
ing students and our awards mean a lot to them – just 
listen to them thank us.  Our Newcomers events and 
our Kitchen Exchange touch a whole different swath 
of students who come as very talented people but 
nonetheless strangers here.  We make life in the USA 

more comprehensible and show them friendship and 
relationships with real people through the programs 
we and the Friends support.
 We have taken the resources from our do-
nations and fund raisers and put them to good use.  
Sometimes, it seems they are multiplied – and it is 
the Oceanid members who are the multipliers through 
their volunteer activities to expand the good.  You 
know the moral:  give to the Oceanids and your dona-
tion will do a world of good across a broad spectrum.  
And special thanks to those who also are able to 
donate time to make our funds go even further.
  I leave the presidency with great appreciation for all 
the Oceanids does for others.   I will never forget the 
capable people I have worked with and will continue 
to enjoy the on-going programs and friendships.  
Keep it up and enjoy!

    Liz Bonkowsky
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The Emergency Fund
 
Several years ago we were given a very gener-
ous grant by one of our members.  The Board 
decided to use it to establish an emergency 
fund – something we had thought would be 
useful but had never quite had the funding to 
realize. 
 The Emergency Fund is administered through 
the International Students and Program Office 
(ISPO).  It is meant to assist foreign students 
when they are hit with an unexpected emer-
gency.  Most foreign students are far from 
home and on a very tight budget . They have 
difficulty coping when unexpected expenses or 
crises arise.
  ISPO  works with them to find sources of 
help and restructure their lives.  ISPO has been 
very careful with the emergency fund but on 
occasion other options were exhausted and the 
students have been desperate.  The fund has 
been used three times thus far.  For obvious 
reasons, the details are not shared with us but 
the most recent case is very sad and we are 
truly grateful that the fund could assist.
       A young woman came here as a student 
with her husband last year.  She became a 
victim of domestic violence so severe that 
police were called and she had to be hospi-
talized.  Facing a court case, her husband 
claimed they had not really been married in 
their home country.  All her efforts seemed to 
be coming to naught – she lost her part-time 
jobs and feared she would have to abandon her 
studies.  Her department, to its credit, stepped 
in and did everything it could to help her out 
and structure a program so she could finish her 
degree.  ISPO did what it could.  Still, she was 
destitute and as a last resort, ISPO appealed to 
us.  We agreed to ISPO’s plan to use the fund 
to help cover basic living expenses while she 

finished up her degree.  ISPO wrote us, writing 
that they are “extremely grateful” for the gen-
erosity of the Oceanids and enclosing a letter 
from the student herself:
 
Dear Sir/Ma’am at Oceanids,
I would like to thank you for the huge help that 
I have received from you!  This past month 
has been the most stressful month for me as I 
was dealing with a lot of issues in my own life 
along with the extreme financial crisis. ….. I 
sincerely appreciate the generosity and dili-
gency of your organization and it is because 
of that that I will be able to continue my stud-
ies… in spite of all the hardships in my life.  I 
seriously have no words to express my grati-
tude and thanks to the Oceanids Members for 
giving me the opportunity to make a life for 
myself and stand back on my feet.  Please keep 
the good work up!
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Pat Stone passed away on March 22, 2017. Pat and I were 
friends for 28 years. She was a long-time member of Oce-

anids, going back to the 1970’s. She was a good friend 
of my mother in law, Vera Vacquier, in Cafe Francais 

and other interest groups. Her mother was French, so she 
spoke fluent French, grew up in Los Angeles and attended 

UCLA. 
We shared several passions: music, art and gardening. We 
played piano duets together and she was a member of the 
piano soiree for many years; We both loved orchids and 
I helped her repot her cymbidiums and counseled her on 
orchid care. She started oil painting in her later years, and 
we attended art classes together. She had many interests 
and a great sense of humor, and loved to tell stories of her 
dear family and interesting life. I will miss her. 
     Judy Vacquier

Our longtime Cafe Francais member Pat Stone passed 
away on March 22.  Of course, she was also my neighbor.
Pat treasured the Cafe Francais and was always a will-
ing and gracious host.  She loved a good party and thor-
oughly enjoyed every neighborhood get together.  On a 
personal level, I’ll miss her quick wit, her creativity and 
her love of life.
There will be a celebration of life event in her beautiful 
garden June 10th. Contact Judy Vacquier or Mary Hanson 
if you wish to attend.
Our thoughts are with her family and friends.
     Mary Hanson

Pat Stone (middle) with friends from the 
Café Francais Interest Group

It is with great 
sadness that we 
have to inform 
you that Maxine 
E. White passed 
away on February 
7, 2016. Maxine 
had been instru-
mental in raising 
money for the 
International Cen-
ter and particu-
larly the Oceanids 
Pavilion. In her 
honor Oceanids 
established the 
Maxine E. White Service Award which was 
given yearly from 1988 until today.

I knew Maxine well in the sense that we worked 
together on numerous UCSD related projects. 
She was incredibly influential in helping Friends 
of the International Center and Oceanids (an-
other UCSD support group) raise money, most 
significantly in 1984 for a much-needed addi-
tion to the International Center, to which she 
made a handsome donation herself, if I recall 
correctly.
    Ruth Newmark 
 

Maxine had been married to Fred White, who 
was associated with SIO and the medical center 
I believe.   She spent many of her last years in 
Texas where she had a couple of women care 
takers.   
She helped develop the plans for the Pavilion 
and  spent countless hours volunteering, espe-
cially with People-to-People when we did some 
major fund raising for the Pavilion.     
I was honored to receive the Maxine E. White 
service Award twice.   The first time, I received 
it directly from Maxine.  
    Carole Ziegler

IN MEMORIAM
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Interest Groups are the backbone of our Oceanids organization. They are here to meet the many varied needs of 
UCSD families, especially those new to the UCSD campus and the community.  If you don’t find an activity you would 
like to participate in, please contact Interest Group Coordinator Judy Vacquier (858) 361-0418 or jvacq@sbcglobal.net.  If five 
or more Oceanids wish to start a new group, please let her know so we can inform other members.  All we ask is that your 
members be Oceanids.  If you are not yet a member of Oceanids, please consider joining us by contacting Mary Cutchin, 
858-459-8074, marycutchin@yahoo.com or by submitting the application form in this issue.

Since the  newsletter is posted on the Oceanids website we will, for security reasons, not publish addresses (with 
occasional exceptions). Please call the contact for the necessary information. 

OCEANIDS’ INTEREST GROUPS

AVI SET BIRDERS
Contacts: Liz Winant (858) 481-7447, lizwinant@gmail.com
Our birding group meets promptly at 8am the second Monday of 
each month during the academic year.  The La Jolla group will  
meet at the corner of Dunaway Dr. and Glenwick Pl. in La Jolla. The 
North County birders will meet at a TBD location.  We will carpool 
from these locations to sites around the county.  Members will be 
called or e-mailed. 
Next outings: September 11 and October 9.

EVENING BRIDGE
Contact: Barbara Bank at (858) 484-4597 or barbara@sdna1.ucsd.edu
The couples Evening Bridge Interest Group meets at 7:00pm 
on the fourth Saturday of the month all year long at one of our 
members’ homes.   If you wish to play on a regular basis, or just 
occasionally, please contact Barbara Bank. 
Next meeting: June 24 and July 22.

CAFÉ  ESPAÑOL 
Contacts: Beate Menzel jrblmenzel@cox.net or 619 401 1557

Vicky Lindblade vlindblade@mac.com or 858 452 1739
This conversation group is designed for fluent Spanish speakers 
who wish to keep up their Spanish and learn new vocabulary.  
We meet the second Thursday of the month at 2 p.m. One hour of 
conversation and one hour of reading aloud and group discus-
sion
Next meetings: September 14 and October 12.   

BOOK GROUP
Contacts:     Janet Goff (760)753-3472, Liz Winant (858) 481-7447
We meet on the second Tuesday morning of every month at 9:30 
AM for chatting and 10 AM for review.  Everyone is welcome; we 
are happy to have new members who like to read a variety of fiction 
and non-fiction and who value good writing and a lively discussion.  
Please join us.  
Date  “Title” by Author / Host / Reviewer
June 13  “Revolutionary Road” by Richard Yates / Jim Bunch / 
Jim Bunch
July 11   “Mastering the Art of Soviet Cooking” by Anya von 
Bremzen / TBA / Janet Goff
Aug 8     “Being Mortal” by Atul Gawande / TBA / Ruth Stern 
Sept 12  “The Sympathizer” by Viet Thanh Nguyen / TBA / Beth 
Dugan
Next meetings:  June 13 and July 11.

GERMAN KAFFEEKLATSCH
Contact: Roswitha Enright 858 459-7375 (renright@ucsd.edu)
This group is for beginners and experienced German speakers alike. 
Guaranteed no pressure. Just come on the 3rd Tuesday at 3pm and 
have a good time. Only German spoken. If you want to join, please 
ccontact Roswitha.     TIME: 3 PM TO 4:30 PM
Next meetings: June 20 and July 18.

CAFÉ  FRANÇAIS
Contact: Hulya Saygin; hulyasaygin@yahoo.com
Next meeting:  October.

CINEMA SOIRÉE
Contact: Roswitha Enright (858) 459-7375
The group meets at a designated home on the second Sunday of 
each month (all year long) at 7:00pm for socializing; movie
discussion starts at 7:30pm sharp.  Light refreshments will be 
served. You will be contacted by e-mail about which movie to see 
and where to meet. For more information call Roswitha. 
Next meeting: June 11 and July 9.

GRACIOUS  AGING
Contact:  Stephanie Freeman, 619-417-2969
This group meets the first Monday of 
each month at the Quaker Meeting 
House on 7380 Eads Avenue, La Jolla, 
CA 92037 1-3 pm to discuss various 
topics from the perspective of life-long 
experience. This is an international 
group, and travel and history are 
frequent topics. Friends bring snacks 
to share and tea is served. All friends 
over 80 are welcome.
Next meeting: June 5 and July 3.

GOURMET GROUP
Contact: Susan Starr  858 455 1630 or susanstarr1@gmail.com
This is a group for those who like to try cooking new things.  We meet 
several times a year, at members’ homes, and each person brings an 
assigned dish or course.  The group is currently full but if you’d like 
to be notified when there is an opening, or a new group is forming, 
please email Susan Starr at the address above.
Next meetings: Please call contact.

DAY BRIDGE
Contact: Beate Menzel jrblmenzel@cox.net or 619 401 1557
We meet the first and third Tuesdays of the month all year long at 
various members’ homes.  We start at 10am and usually end at or 
before 3pm. Everyone brings her/his own lunch.  The hostess will 
provide drinks.  Call for information. 
Next meeting:  June 6+20 and July 4+18.
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WINE TASTING I
Contact: Elisabeth Smith  858-222-2548  e-mail: egsmith99@hotmail.
com Exploring the taste sensations of a new wine or an old vin-
tage, this group meets the third Friday monthly.  Members rotate 
as hosts.  This group is again open to new members.  
For questions, contact Elisabeth Smith. 
Next meeting: June 16 and July 21. 

SOUNDING BOARD
Contact: Jan Ouren (858)273-1681 or jouren@san.rr.com
The next Sounding Board will be Thursday, October 5 at noon. 
Next meeting: October 5.

WEDNESDAY COFFEE 
Contact: Georgina Sham  858-459-1336
 Mary Woo  481-6998 & 336-3642 (cell) 
 Jennie Chin enjien1@hotmail.com
Come join our social group of Oceanids, newcomers, postdocs, 
students, and their children for refreshments at the International 
Center every Wednesday, 10am-12 noon during the academic 
year.  You’ll make friends and learn strange and wonderful 
American customs.  

Visit the KITCHEN EXCHANGE where newcomers can rent kitch-
en, household,  and baby equipment for a small fee.  
WE HAVE MOVED TO THE CONTAINER ON THE what used to 
be a LAWN, next to the former International Center parking lot.
Next meetings: Wednesdays.

PHOTO DIGERATI
Contact: Jane Takahashi jtakahashi@san.rr.com
We meet on the second Friday of the month from 1 - 4 p.m. at 
Jane’s home.  At the monthly meetings, we often schedule field 
trips and photo shoots.  This is an informal group for all who are 
interested in learning more about digital photography.  
Next meeting:  call contact.

MOVEABLE FEAST II
Contact:  Mary Cutchin (858) 459-8074 or marycutchin@yahoo.com
This group meets every other month for drinks at a member’s 
house. From there we carpool to the restaurant. Contact Mary 
Cutchin for information and reservations.
Next meeting: Call contact.   

MOVEABLE FEAST I
Contact: Liz Fong Wills (858) 454-6858; lizfongwills@yahoo.com
This dining-out group is currently at capacity but we are taking a 
wait list.  

WINE TASTING II
Contact:  Barbara Scholz (858) 350-6014 or bscholz@hotmail.com
We meet monthly.  Members rotate as hosts.  The cost for wine 
and food is shared among the people attending (approximately 
$8.00 per person).  
Please call chair person about next meeting

WITS II
Contact: Bev Douglas (858) 453-4938 
WITS II uses the principles of NAIC to study and evaluate com-
panies for stock purchases. We meet on the 4th Wednesday from 
3:30 to 5pm.                         
Next meeting: Please call chair.

MUSEUM FRIENDS
Contact: NEEDED
This group meets on a somewhat irregular basis. Upcoming trips 
will be posted on the Oceanids listserv. Check your newsletter as 
well.
Next meeting: Call contact. 

PIANO AND CHAMBER SOIRÉE   
Contact: Judy Vacquier (858) 361-0418 or jvacq@sbcglobal.net
Piano Soiree: This group is for amateurs who need a motivation 
to practice and want to perform in a relaxed, fun setting among 
friends. We welcome piano, chamber instruments and voice, clas-
sical, jazz and popular music, solos and ensembles.  We usually 
meet the third or fourth Sunday at 3 pm.   
The next meeting will be Sunday, June 18 at 3 pm at my home. 
Please RSVP to me at 858-361-0418 or jvacq@sbcglobal.net. This 
will be a potluck dinner after we play, so bring some food and/or 
drink to share (we will be short of refreshment funds, so the host 
won’t be reimbursed for June, which is fine since it’s a potluck :))
There will be no soiree in July.
The August meeting will be at the home of Suzie Steenbergen, 
Sunday, August 27, 2017, at 3 pm. Please RSVP to Suzie at suzies-
teen2008@cox.net or 619-445-8767, and to Judy at jvacq@sbcglobal.
net or 858-361-0418. Since she lives in Alpine, we like to carpool. 
It is usually a small group because of the distance and the heat in 
August, but we are always rewarded with her hospitality, seeing 
her Maine coon, and with a chance to play Daniel, her concert 
grand, in an intimate setting.
I will send an email about the September soiree during the sum-
mer. 
Next meeting: June 18 and August 27.

Oceanids has an e-mail mailing list!
The purpose of the listserv or email distribution list is to 
allow our President, Board members, Interest Group chairs or 
anyone else with an important announcement to contact our 
membership. 
Also, an announcement is sent when the Oceanids newsletter is 
available on our website for you to read online or print.
If you have questions, have an announcement for Oceanids, or 
are a new subscriber, please email the listserv administrators, 
Judy Vacquier, at jvacq@sbcglobal.net or Mary Cutchin, at 
marycutchin@yahoo.com.
Anyone who would like to make corrections to the directory 
and/or to our database (from which we obtain the addresses 
for ‘Oceanids news’ mailings), please e-mail Mary Cutchin at 
marycutchin@yahoo.com.
OCEANIDS WEBSITE:      http://ccom.ucsd.edu/~oceanids/

HIKING IN AND AROUND SAN DIEGO COUNTY
Contact: Roswitha Enright (858) 459-7375, renright@ucsd.edu 
We meet at 8:30am on the second Saturday of each month (Octo-
ber to May or June) at the La Jolla Village Shopping Center park-
ing lot and carpool to the starting point of the hike.  Bring a lunch, 
plenty of fluids, sturdy shoes and sun protection!  Friends and 
family are invited.  Call  or email the week before the hike if
you would like to come. 
Next hike: October 14.
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OCEANIDS IS OPEN TO ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN UCSD
Print your name as you would like it to appear in the OCEANIDS DIRECTORY.  Check here if you don’t want to be listed: _____

Name: __________________________________________________________Spouse’s Name:__________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________   Type of Membership: ____________________

Home Phone: _________________________________________   Work Phone: ___________________________ 
   
Cell #: ______________________________________________       Email: _______________________________ 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP: $35;  SUSTAINING: $250 &  LIFE MEMBERSHIP:  $500 
All gifts, memorials and dues are tax deductible when made payable to “UC San Diego Foundation”.  
Please write the purpose on the “Memo” line.	 							
	 Send check(s) & completed form to: 
   OCEANIDS, INTERNATIONAL CENTER  0049, 9500 GILMAN DR., LA JOLLA, CA 92093-0049

SOUNDING BOARD  
Sounding Board is a series of seven lectures during the academic year, the first Thursday at 12 noon, sponsored 
by UC San Diego Oceanids and the UC San Diego Faculty Club.  Oceanids, faculty and friends meet at the 
UCSD Faculty Club in a specially designated room to eat lunch and listen to fascinating speakers.  Lunch is 
$16.50 for guests and $13.00 for Faculty Club members (purchase required).  Coffee and iced tea are provided 
in the meeting room.  A parking permit can be obtained at the front desk.  You can be sure of a lively discus-
sion! You do not need to RSVP.  Come to the Faculty Club at 11:30. The speaker will be introduced at 12:10 pm 
sharp.   Contact Jan Ouren, jouren@san.rr.com for more information.

Luna (Hsien-Shih Yü) Fung passed away qui-
etly on April 14, 2017 at the age of 94, at home 
with her husband and children at her side. 
Luna Fung was a sustaining member of UCSD 
Oceanids.

What would 
the board 
members 
do without 
Maxine 
Bloor? For 
many years, 
on the very 
first Thurs-
day morn-
ing each 
month she 
provided us 
with freshly 
brewed 

coffee which she had always insisted in paying for 
herself. Liz Bonkowsky presented her therefore a 
CD with Bach’s Coffee Cantata as a Thank you.
Thanks Maxine,
  your grateful Oceanids Board

NO SOUNDING BOARD
 UNTIL OCTOBER
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Tales of New Zealand
by Liz Winant

It can be a concern, when you finally visit a place that you have always wanted to visit.  Will it live up to your, 
possibly overrated,  expectations?  New Zealand was, for me, such a place, and it exceeded my expectations.  
When we decided to take a trip away from the stresses of inaugurating a new President, we decided to spend a 
month in New Zealand.  We were also fortunate in having an old colleague of my husband’s who now lives in 
Wellington.  My first impressions on landing were that I was in a different version of England, my home coun-
try.  At the airport, trash bins are called rubbish bins, and getting in a car, you drive on the left side of the road, 
again something I know well.  However, the feeling of spaciousness and lack of crowding soon told me I wasn’t 
in London.  With only a total population of 4.64 million, it is very easy to find wide open spaces and empty 
beaches.  Fish & Chips seems to be the unofficial national dish, but we were surprised to learn that most of the 
fish caught off New Zealand coasts is sold overseas, which drives the price up for New Zealanders.  Fish was 
very expensive; however, beef and lamb were delicious and, since it was Summer, so were the stone fruits.
After a few days in the lovely city of Wellington, we flew to the South Island, rented a car & drove around the 
more Southern part of the Island.  The wildlife is amazing, with rare Blue & Yellow Eyed Penguins, and a well 
managed colony of Northern Royal Albatross, plus beautiful beaches. We spent a couple of nights in Dunedin, a 
town with a strong Scottish heritage,  the first Scottish European settlers having arrived in 1848.  It boasts that it 
has the “World’s Steepest Residential Street” according to the Guinness Book of World Records.  We bypassed 
Queenstown, a self titled “Global Adventure Capital”, and went to chill out at Kinloch Lodge at the end of an 
incredibly scenic drive along the lake to the north west of Queenstown.  However, the highlight of this trip was 
to visit, not the better known and very touristy Milford Sound,  but Doubtful Sound.
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Something to think about:

The fact that there is a highway to hell and only a stairway to heaven says a lot about  anticipated traffic num-
bers
 
So when is this “old enough to know better” supposed to kick in?

Be careful when you follow the masses: sometimes the m is silent

Calm down, take a deep breath and hold it for 20 minutes

I speak my mind because it hurts to bite my tongue all the time

A police officer called the station on his radio. “I have an interesting case here. An old lady shot her husband 
for stepping on the floor she justed mopped.” “Have you arrested the woman?” “Not yet. The floor is still wet.”

 Doubtful Sound is a massive fiord, three times the length & ten times the area of Milford & much less visited.  
Legend says it got it’s name when Captain Cook, who was exploring in 1770, was very concerned that his ship 
would get blown into this large, deep sound & not get out.  So he stayed out at the entrance, and acknowledged 
his caution by calling it Doubtful Sound.  The trip on the Sound in a catamaran with an excellent naturalist was 
a great experience.
We also rented a nifty camper van to spend a week touring the beaches of North Island, including the famous 
Bay of Islands.  The Kiwis love to camp,  hike (called tramping in Kiwi) and be out in their beautiful country.  
Everywhere you go there are well documented hiking trails. We chose ‘Conservation Campsites’ run by the 
Department of Conservation (DOC) and they were amazing, with wonderfully beautiful sites, well equipped and 
clean facilites, and many in remote areas.  
We have only begun to explore this beautiful country & hope to do much more.
 
     What makes New Zealand so welcoming are the New Zealanders!
           

New Member:   Brooks Peterson

News from the Faculty Club, 
Venue of our

 Sounding Board meetings:

Happy Hour every Wednesday and   
 Thursday, 4pm to 7pm
Open to all Faculty, Staff, Alumni and  
 the local Community
Faculty Club Membership is not re-  
 quired



Oceanids	 OCEANIDS	NEWS	 	Page	11

 Café Español

Kaffeeklatsch

Day Bridge

Day Bridge

3            

Cinema Soireé

Gracious Aging

KitX 
Wed. Coffee
 

4           

KitX 
Wed. Coffee

Book 
Group  

2     1     

 8

13 15 16 17

18 20 22 

26

Wine Tasting I

JUNE 2017

21

28

  7   

11

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

   10

19 23

27

12

Evening 
Bridge

KitX 
Wed. Coffee

25

14

9

BOARD 
MEETING

29 30

          
6

Piano and 
Chamber 
Soireé

KitX 
Wed. Coffee

      
5

WITS II

FOR JULY, AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 
PLEASE SEE THE CALENDAR ON OUR WEBSITE: 
http://ccom.ucsd.edu/~oceanids/

24

View of Mission Trails Regional Park Visitor and Interpretive Center, 
Venue of Oceanids’ Spring Luncheon, May 2017
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UCSD Oceanids
International Center
9500 Gilman Drive 
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OCEANIDS IS AN OFFICIAL SUPPORT GROUP OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO, PROMOT-
ING FRIENDSHIP AND SHARED INTERESTS,  OPEN TO 
ALL  WHO ARE INTERESTED IN THE SUCCESS AND 
WELFARE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA.


